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BOYCOTT OF ALL FOREIGN CLOTH AND MANUFACTURE OF KHADI
BY MEANS OF HAND-SPINNING AND HAND-WEAVING. I TRUST THAT
THE PEOPLE WILL KEEP QUITE CALM AND DIGNIFIED. MAULANA
AZAD SOBHANI WITH CERTAIN FRIENDS IS PROCEEDING TO
FARIDPUR TO PACIFY THE PEOPLE.

GANDHI

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 10-9-1921

35.   BENEVOLENT PARSIS
[September 10, 1921]1
Whenever I think of Parsi philanthropy, I realize that if the
tiny Parsi community has become renowned in the world, it is be-
cause of its philanthropy. Among the well-known communities the
Parsis are the smallest. Why does the world care for a com-
munity of eighty thousand men and women? The Parsis possess
no armed strength, they employ no craftiness nor do they prac-
tise any magic; or, one may say, their philanthropy is their magic.
If the Parsis had earned millions and then locked them up
in safes, they would have perished long ago. Philanthropy is a
soul-force and in virtue of this soul-force which they possess the
Parsis enjoy everyone's respect and are able to maintain their
position.
Parsi philanthropy, however, takes the form of giving money.
Money comes in and goes out. What will be their fate if they
can earn money no more ? Monetary philanthropy is only a very
small part of soul-force. When talking to Parsi friends, I have
often said that the Parsis are now being put to a test. If they
wish to retain their glory only by counting their millionaires,
they will not succeed. I have told Parsi friends that there was
every danger of their spiritual growth being arrested because of
excessive wealth. Every literate Parsi knows by now that I am
simply in love with his community. I have also given the reasons
for my love. This love of mine has been hurting me ever since
I observed certain signs of moral weakening among the Parsis.
No community can survive merely by imitating others or if it
remains rolling in luxury. I saw that Parsi life had become easy-
going. Hospitals for Parsis, exclusive accommodation and other
1 The article first appeared in the Pateti (Parsi New Year's Day) number
ofSanj Vartaman.   In 1921, Pateti fell on this date.